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(WASHINGTON) - For over 10 years, 97 Missouri landowners have been seeking
compensation for land taken from them by the federal government. Today, those landowners
are one step closer to getting their fair compensation.  Congressman Russ Carnahan (MO-3)
and U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill will introduce legislation in both the U.S. House and Senate
today with the support of Congressman Todd Akin (MO-2) and Senator Kit Bond to give the
Missouri landowners the right to take their cases for just compensation to the Court of Claims.

  

In 1992, pursuant to the Federal Rails to Trails Act a community trail was created near Grant's
Farm in South St. Louis  County.  The creation of this trail resulted in the taking of portions of
land owned by these 97 Missourians.  According to federal law, the federal government is
required to compensate these landowners for the property that was taken from them.  To date,
these landowners have not been compensated for their land largely due to a procedural issue in
the legal proceedings in which they sought compensation.

 "The rails to trails program has been a huge success, but it is simply not right that landowners
have not been compensated for their land because a fluke within the legal system," Carnahan
said.
"Landowners have not been given a dime for land that was rightfully their own."

  

"These people deserve to be rightfully compensated for their land," McCaskill said. "It's time
that these citizens had a real resolution that allows them to have their day in court. It's long pas
t
due."

  

"What's happened to these St. Louis County landowners is fundamentally unfair," Akin said.
"It's unbelievable that the government is depriving them of compensation for their land because
of a procedural decision."

  

"This is a common sense fix that is long overdue and I am pleased that we are again joining
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together to work to end this unfair practice," Bond said. "This bill will correct a past injustice
that has deprived Missouri landowners of compensation they are rightfully owed."

 "Past efforts to remedy this situation have been unsuccessful," Carnahan said. "I am hopeful
that with this new approach and the help of my colleagues from both sides of the aisle that
these landowners can finally be fairly compensated like the Constitution guarantees."

  

In the past, Congress attempted to remedy the situation by amending the Rails to Trails Act to
alter the statute of limitation for claims brought under the Act, but the legislative efforts were
unsuccessful in providing an avenue for the Missouri landowners to receive just compensation
for the loss of their land.

  

There is precedent for Congress to intervene to give jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear
landowners' claims based on the merits of their case. During the 104th Congress, special
jurisdiction was granted with respect to land claims brought by Pueblo of Isleta Indian Tribe
against the United   States for taking land without just compensation.

 The Missouri landowners and the Pueblo Indian Tribe cases are similar.  However, while the
Tribe had actually received compensation before Congress intervened, Missouri landowners
have not yet received any compensation.
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